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Psalm 85, Isaiah 40:1-8, 2 Peter 3:8-15,        Second Sunday of Advent 

Mark 1: 1-8        Holy Communion 

"Prayer Effectively Accesses Christ’s Efficacy” 

Pastor Jonathan 

 

Shalom. The greeting in Israel that means “peace.” But what does “peace” 

mean? We hear on the news about peace talks, peace negotiations, peace 

treaties, peace keeping, peace making, and “give peace a chance.” Much of 

this news is about conflict, armed and otherwise. But if that’s not the first 

place we go to talk about peace, what are we talking about? 

 

Inner peace? World peace? Spiritual peace? In our broken world, we look 

for resolutions of so many kinds. We are torn up inside emotionally. We 

bear the scars of diseases, conditions, accidents and mishaps. We do not 

consciously go looking for more pain, more discord, more broken 

experiences and more rebellion against God. We just arrive there. And we 

need to hear the angel say, “Don’t be afraid.” (Luke 1:30) 

 

Sometimes we take in the condition of the world, the bitterness and hatred 

between nations, between races, between families, and individuals. We hear 

of it, and on top of our own challenges, defects of character and brokenness, 

we can despair. But, “Don’t be afraid.” God has something to speak to you 

today in the midst of any fear or anxiety you may be experiencing. Perhaps 

you see a great transition in your life coming. “Don’t be afraid.” God wants 

to speak into your situation now. 

 

The sons of Korah were musicians in King David’s court. They knew how to 

write encouraging worship songs in difficult times. They wrote Psalm 85. 

And just like we heard in last week’s Psalm 80, they were experiencing the 

challenge of God’s displeasure and anger. (vv. 4-5) They may have known 

that the people were deserving of such because of their sins, but 

nevertheless, they chose to focus on the positive things that God has done 

for them in the past: showing favour, forgiving sins, and God turning away 

from anger and wrath. Why does God get angry with us? 

 

Anger is usually in line with injustice, sensing something is wrong. In God’s 

case, as the Ultimate Judge, full of wisdom and absolute perspective, he gets 

angry as we reject him, choose to rebel against him, choose to ignore him, 

choose to go against his revelation in Scripture or simply not apply it to our 
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lives, or just not read it at all. God’s anger is righteous. Ultimately, we know 

that Jesus takes God’s anger against sin for all time, and everyone, so that 

we can have relationship with God through Jesus and not have to worry 

about being found guilty for our sins, as Jesus took our sins on himself. 

Whether we choose to accept that gift is a responsibility God has given each 

one of us. Choose today to accept that gift of the forgiveness of sins, 

otherwise, your sins will be held against you. 

 

The sons of Korah were looking for restoration, revival and a positive 

relationship with God. (vv. 6-7) They were looking for love and salvation. 

So are we.  Often we look in the wrong places. The Psalm brings us back to 

the Source.  Where do you look in your life for love and salvation from your 

problems and broken choices? 

 

The Psalmist regularly draws us back to the God’s love and God’s peace. 

There is that word again. When we trust Jesus with our lives, God makes us 

just as if we never sinned. We are justified through faith, that means trusting 

God through our Lord Jesus Christ. (Romans 5:1ff) This relationship with 

God we have is a gift. It is by grace, God’s hand holding the package for you 

to receive. Just receive it. As you receive, you have peace with God. That 

peace undergirds every other kind of peace, because that peace goes to the 

core of the Creator/created relationship that we have in this life. When we 

understand that core relationship, then we know where to go, we know what 

to do when we don’t know what to do. We go to God. Get quiet with Him. 

Hear His love for you. Talk to Him. Give yourself to Him. 

 

Then the last part of the Psalm makes sense: love and faithfulness hang out 

together. (v. 10a) Know the faithful love of God for you. Know it. 

Experience it. Hear it. Righteousness and peace kiss each other. (v. 10b) 

When our lives are in order before God, we can experience the peace that 

passes understanding (Philippians 4:7), and have our hearts and minds 

guarded against all assaults of the evil one. God is trustworthy. God is 

faithful. He is righteous, does what is right, thinks what is right, acts in the 

right time. We can trust Him for our food, shelter, clothing, life and health. 

Some of us think these things are to be taken for granted. But they are gifts 

and not to be taken for granted. His righteous plan is fulfilled in Jesus. 

 

God knows we need comfort (Isaiah 40:1ff). He knows we need to hear 

tender words from Him. If only we could get quiet enough to hear them! 

John the Baptizer talked about a highway that would lead us straight to 
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Jesus. And normally there were great boulders in the way. There were even 

mountains in the way, and holes large as valleys in the way of that 

relationship with God. The Lord has the equipment to fill in the valleys, to 

knock down the mountains, to straighten out the curves in our roads and to 

lead us straight to Jesus. John’s message was he was only giving a bath, but 

Jesus would bring the permanent presence of God the Holy Spirit into our 

lives and we would never be the same. (Mark 1:8) 

 

We know our lives are shorter than we think. We know how much our lives 

seem to go faster as we get older. It feels like I can snap my fingers and be in 

2021. Christmas goes that fast. 

 

Isaiah tells us that grass and flowers are beautiful. Sure they come and go 

quickly but there is a beauty there. We are the grass and flowers. We go 

quickly. So while you have time, make time for the word of God that stands 

forever. (Is. 40: 8) You may not understand everything you read in the Bible, 

that’s why it’s good to join a Bible Study group. But you can faithfully hear 

God when you get quiet enough, and make time enough for His Word. You 

know this time together is good. But it is better daily with the living God 

whispering His love in your ear. Hear that love today. Receive that peace 

today. 

 

Your conflicts and your challenges won’t go away. But you will receive the 

resources to meet them and greet them with God. 

 

Why doesn’t God come sooner than later? Haven’t we suffered enough? 

Doesn’t the world need to simply be finished? God seems slow in coming 

again to judge the world. Jesus, come soon. (Maranatha. 1 Cor. 16:22) Peter 

teaches us that there is reason why God is slow in coming again. And it’s not 

just because a thousand years is like a day to Him. He is slow so that so 

many more will have a chance to enter into relationship with Him, Peter 

teaches. Our Lord’s patience means salvation for many. (2 Peter 3:9,15) So 

Peter instructs us to be spotless, blameless and at peace with him. 

 

Spotless means without blemish, without fault, without sin, without a mark 

against us in rebellion toward God. How could we ever be spotless? It is 

only if we are covered by Jesus’ sacrifice, where God sees us as clean, 

without fault, without sin, without a mark against us, because of what Jesus 

has done for us, for you, for me. Otherwise, what chance do we have?  
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Blameless means we are to agree with God, that we are not to take lightly 

our sin or rebellion against God. Blameless means God would see nothing in 

us to blame. Again, through Jesus, we are blameless. On our own, we can 

see what is to blame, and God can see more. He chooses to see us through 

Jesus, His sinless Son. And there’s where the peace comes from, and the 

point of today’s sermon. Peace means, “Being at peace with Him…” 

Being at peace with Him means we are in right relationship with Him. He is 

our Lord, our Master, our Teacher, all that we need. He directs us, protects 

us, loves us. When we receive His love and know we are His, we have His 

peace, which passes all understanding. Our hearts and our minds are guarded 

by God in Jesus. Where are you troubled in life? Where are you hurting? 

Where are you weighed down by your sins, your brokenness, your poor 

choices? Trust Jesus for what you need today. Surrender your life anew to 

Him today. Trust Jesus at His table today. Therein lies peace. 

 

The sermon title is again an acronym for PEACE. Prayer Effectively 

Accesses Christ’s Efficacy. What is His efficacy? “Efficacy” is a word that 

means “the ability to produce a desired or intended result.” It means He can 

bring about what He intends to do. It means He is more than just talk and 

words. Jesus can bring about the forgiveness of your sins. He can bring 

about a full relationship with God. He can show you your direction for life. 

He can give you what you need in relationships and life perspective. He can 

bring the peace you need into your life. He is able. Talking to Him (prayer) 

accesses what He is able to do for you, and He will do it! Talk to Him at His 

Table. 

 

The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

 

 
 


